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(54) INFORMATION PROCESSOR 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent an NOP instruction exclusive 
for aligning for preventing the execution start of an 
instruction from being delayed by the misaligning of 
the instructions of a branching destination 
immediately after a branching operation from delaying 
operations other than the branching operation in a 
microprocessor provided with variable length 
instructions. 

CONSTITUTION: For the output of an instruction 
aligner 103 for aligning the data of an instruction 
memory 101 inputted to the microprocessor 102, a 
part of the instruction to be executed next is 
separately outputted and whether or not it is the NOP 
instruction is detected by an NOP detector 10-7 
parallelly to normal instruction decoding. At the time 
of the NOP instruction, the instruction aligner 103 
and an address generator 104 connected to the 
instruction memory 101 are controlled so as to input 
the next instruction to an instruction decoder 105 

further. Thus, the read of the NOP instruction inserted for aligning the instructions of the 
branching destination can be skipped. 
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